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CITY OF OPELIKA
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEAR-
ING

ZONING ORDINANCE
AMENDMENTS

(NEW SIGN REGULA-
TIONS)

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the City Council of the
City of Opelika will hold a
Public Hearing on Tuesday,
November 2, 2021, at 7:00
p.m. in the Courtroom of the
Opelika Municipal Court
Building, 300 Martin Luther
King Boulevard, Opelika, Lee
County, Alabama.

PURPOSE

The purpose of said Public
Hearing will be to consider
the adoption of an ordinance
to amend Ordinance Number
124-91 (entitled “Zoning Ordi-
nance of the City of Opelika™)
adopted on September 17,
1991. At said Public Hearing
all who desire to be heard
shall have the opportunity to
speak for or in opposition to
the adoption of the following
ordinance:

ORDINANCE NO.
AN ORDINANCE TO
AMEND THE OPELIKA
ZONING ORDINANCE
(ORDINANCE NO. 124-91)
BY AMENDING SECTIONS
22,64,73,7.6,78,
8.14,8.18.1, 8.24, 8.26, 8.27
AND SECTION IX AND
SPECIFICALLY
BY ADOPTING NEW SIGN
REGULATIONS

WHEREAS, exterior signs
have substantial impact on the
character and quality of the
environment; and
WHEREAS, signs provide an
important medium through
which individuals may convey
a variety of messages; and
WHEREAS, signs can create
safety hazards that threaten
the public health, safety and
welfare. Such a safety threat is
particularly great for signs that
are structurally inadequate or
may confuse or distract drivers
or pedestrians or that may in-
terfere with official, directional
or warning signs; and
WHEREAS, signs can also
threaten the public welfare by
creating aesthetic concerns
and detriments to surrounding
properties. Such aesthetic
concerns and detriments to
surrounding properties are
particularly great when the
accumulation of signs results
in visual clutter or when one
or more signs spoil vistas or
views or when one or more
signs add or increase commer-
cialism in non-commercial
areas; and

WHEREAS, the City of Ope-
lika’s population has grown
substantially in recent years.
With the increase in population
there has become an increase
in the volume of traffic in the
City. Uniform regulation of
signage, providing informa-
tion to the motoring public, is
essential; and

WHEREAS, various diverse
businesses are located within
the City of Opelika. The need
to advertise products and
services must be balanced by
the City’s obligation to restrict
clutter, maintain an aesthetical-
ly pleasing environment, and
enhance public safety; and

WHEREAS, the number, size,
design, characteristics and
locations of signs in the City
directly affect the public health,
safety and welfare; and

WHEREAS, regulation of
the location, size, placement
and certain features of signs is
essential to enable the public
to locate goods, services and
facilities in the City without
difficulty and confusion, to
improve the general attractive-
ness of the community and to
take advantage of the beauty
of this community’s natural
environment; and

WHEREAS, such regulations
are necessary to facilitate and
aid in the identification and lo-
cation of business in the City in
the event of police, fire or other
emergencies, and to avoid
confusion and delay in the

response of such emergencies.
Accordingly, it is the intention
of the City to establish regula-
tions in governing the display
of signs which will

(1) promote and protect the
public health, safety and gener-
al welfare;

(2) enhance the economy and
the business and industry of
the City by promoting the rea-
sonable, orderly and effective
display of signs;

(3) restrict signs and lights
which increase clutter or which
increase the probability of
traffic accidents by obstructing
vision;

(4) promote signs which are
compatible with their sur-
roundings.

;and

WHEREAS, it is the purpose
of this Ordinance to ensure
proper maintenance, for safety
and structural soundness, as
well as the appearance and
attractiveness of signs; and

WHEREAS, the City of
Opelika recognizes that as
aresult of Reed v. Town of
Gilbert, Ariz., and later cases,
it is appropriate and neces-
sary for local governments to
review and analyze their sign
standards and regulations, so as
to make the necessary changes
to conform with the holding in
Reed; and

WHEREAS, the City of Ope-
lika finds and determines that
the sign regulations adopted
hereby are not content-based
and are consistent with the
Supreme Court ruling in Reed;
and

WHEREAS, on September
28,2021, the City of Ope-

lika Planning Commission
considered text amendments to
the Opelika Zoning Ordinance
and after having given proper
public notice and holding a
public hearing, the Planning
Commission recommended
that the City Council adopt text
amendments to the Opelika
Zoning Ordinance; and
WHEREAS, the City Council
finds it is in the best interest of
the City to amend the Opelika
Zoning Ordinance as herein
provided.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE

IT ORDAINED by the City
Council (“City Council”) of the
City of Opelika, Alabama (the
“City”) as follows:

Section 1. Adoption of recitals.
That the foregoing recitals and
findings in the preambles and
each of them, are hereby adopt-
ed and are hereby incorporated
by reference as if set forth in
full.

Section 2. Amendment of
Section 2.2 of the Zoning Or-
dinance. Section 2.2, “DEFI-
NITIONS”, of Ordinance

No. 124-91 entitled “Zoning
Ordinance of the City of
Opelika, Alabama”, adopted on
September 17, 1991, as further
amended (hereinafter referred
to as “Zoning Ordinance” or
“Zoning Code”) is hereby
amended as follows:

(a) Section 2.2 is amended and
supplemented by adding to
Section 2.2 the definitions of
“City”, “City Council”, “Code
of Ordinances”, “Fence”,
“Parking lot”, “Person”, “Plan-
ning Commission”, “Planning
Director” and “Right-of-Way”,
as follows:

City. The City of Opelika.

City Council. The City Council
of the City of Opelika, Ala-
bama.

Code of Ordinances. The Code
of Ordinances, City of Opelika,
Alabama, also known as the
Opelika City Code.

Fence. An artificially con-
structed barrier of any material
or combination of materials
erected to enclose or screen
areas of land.

Parking Lot. An off-street,
ground level area or plot of
land used for the storage or
parking of vehicles.

Person. Any person, individual,
public or private corporation,
firm, association, joint venture,
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partnership, municipality,
governmental agency, political
subdivision, public officer or
any other entity whatsoever

or any combination of such,
jointly or severally.

Planning Commission. The
City of Opelika Planning
Commission.

Planning Director. The person
appointed to direct the Plan-
ning Department of the City
of Opelika, Alabama, or the
planning director’s designee.
May also be referred to as

the “Director of Planning” or
“Director” is this ordinance.

Right-of-Way. The area of a
highway, road, street, way,
parkway, electric transmission
line, gas pipeline, water main,
storm or sanitary sewer main,
or other such strip of land re-
served for public use, whether
established by prescription,
easement, dedication, gift,
purchase, eminent domain or
any other legal means.

(b) Section 2.2 is amended
by amending the definition of
“parcel” to read as follows:

Parcel. Any quantity of land
and water capable of being de-
scribed with such definiteness
that its location and boundaries
may be established, which

is designated by its owner or
developer as land to be used or
developed as a unit, or which
has been used or developed as
a unit. May also be referred to
as “parcel of land.”

(c) Section 2.2 is amended by
deleting the definition of “sub-
division identification marker”.

(d) All definitions not added,
amended or deleted shall
remain unchanged.

Section 3. Deletion of Subsec-
tion 6.4E. The Zoning Ordi-
nance is amended by deleting
subsection 6.4E.

Section 4. Amendment of Sub-
section 7.3. Section 7.3 of the

Zoning Ordinance is amended

as follows:

(a) The Use Category “Outdoor
Advertising” is deleted and
removed from the matrix table
in subsection 7.3.

(b) The following footnote at
the end of the matrix table in
Section 7.3 is deleted:

“*The prohibition of outdoor
advertising as a permitted use
does not extend to lawfully ex-
isting billboard structures and
to certain billboard structures
that may be construed in the
future pursuant to vested rights
obtained prior to December
31, 2015 through an approved
settlement agreement with the
City, subject to the conditions,
limitations and restrictions set
forth in Section 8.26 Outdoor
Advertising which describe the
exceptions to the prohibited
use of the business of outdoor
advertising.”

Section 5. Amendment of
Subsection 7.6B(7)(c)(2).
Subsection 7.6B(7)(c)(2) of the
Zoning Ordinance is amended
to read as follows:

“2. Drive-in displays, ordering
areas, and parking canopies are
permitted but shall not serve as
the singularly dominant feature
on the site. Order box and
pick-up window shall not be
oriented towards the desig-
nated corridor. Drive-through
signs shall be regulated in
accordance with Section IX.”

Section 6. Deletion of Subsec-
tion 7.8H. Subsection 7.8H
of the Zoning Ordinance is
deleted.

Section 7. Amendment of
Subsection 8.14(5). Subsec-
tion 8.14(5) of the Zoning
Ordinance is amended to read
as follows:

“5. No outdoor display or stor-
age of materials, goods, sup-
plies, or equipment used in the
operation of the business shall
be permitted outside the dwell-

ing unit. No alteration to any
building shall indicate from

the exterior that the building is
being utilized for any purpose
other than a residential unit. No
flammable, caustic, or noxious
material not commonly found
in the home may be stored or
kept on the premises.”

Section 8. Amendment of
Subsection 8.18.1B. Subsec-
tion 8.18.1B of the Zoning
Ordinance is amended to read
as follows:

“B. Permitted Uses.

Single, two (2) family and mul-
tiple-family residential dwell-
ings or a combination thereof
may be allowed with condi-
tional use approval. However,
at least seventy percent (70%)
of the total number of dwelling
units must be single-family de-
tached residence and no single
multi-family dwelling complex
shall be designed to house
more than four (4) households.
Detached residential dwelling
units may be required in lieu
of attached multi-family units
when determined to be in the
interest of the neighborhood.

A PRD may include accessory
commercial and office uses,

as approved by the Planning
Commission, provided such
uses are of the size and capac-
ity to meet the needs of the
occupants of the development.
The nonresidential use should
be primarily for the service and
convenience of the residents

in the PRD. Each property
owner of the PRD shall be
notified by certified mail about
Planning Commission review
of a proposed nonresidential
use. No building permit for an
accessory commercial use will
be issued until sixty percent
(60%) of the PRD’s dwelling
units have been issued a certifi-
cate of occupancy.

Standards for retail and office
use shall require the develop-
ment to contain a minimum of
fifty (50) dwelling units; the
total floor area of all com-
mercial and office uses in the
development shall not exceed
ten (10%) percent of the total
floor area of all dwelling units,
or fifteen thousand (15,000)
square feet, whichever is
smaller; the total floor area of
any single establishment shall
not exceed three thousand
(3,000) square feet; and the
land uses shall be limited to:
offices, financial institutions,
retail shops, personal service
establishments, and restaurants
without drive-thru windows.”

Section 9. Amendment of
Subsection 8.18.1(N). Subsec-
tion 8.18.1(N) of the Zoning
Ordinance is amended to read
as follows:

“N.“Entrance Features.

Entry landscaping shall meet
the minimum requirements

of one (1) canopy tree with
the remaining area filled with
shrubbery and complimentary
ground cover. Plant sizes shall
meet requirements stated in
Section X Landscape Regula-
tions.”

Section 10. Deletion of Sub-
section 8.24D(5).  Subsection
8.24D(5) of the Zoning Ordi-
nance is deleted.

Section 11. Deletion of Sub-
section 8.26. Subsection 8.26
of the Zoning Ordinance is
deleted.

Section 12. Deletion of Sub-
section 8.27B(4). Subsection
8.27B(4) of the Zoning Ordi-
nance is deleted.

Section 13. Deletion and Re-
placement of Current Section
IX. Current Section IX, “Sign
Regulations”, of the Zoning
Ordinance is hereby deleted

in its entirety and replaced
with new Section IX “Sign
Regulations”, consisting of
subsections 9.1 through 9.15 to
read as follows:

SECTION IX

SIGN REGULATIONS
Section 9.1. Purpose, Intent

and Scope

It is the purpose of this section
to promote the public health,
safety, and general welfare of
the public through reasonable,
consistent, and non-discrim-
inatory regulations for the
erection, placement and main-
tenance of signs. The City does
not intend to infringe on the
rights of free speech as protect-
ed by the First Amendment to
the United States Constitution
and Section 4 of the Alabama
Constitution. The sign regula-
tions are especially intended to
address the secondary effects
that may adversely impact
aesthetics and safety. The sign
regulations are designed to
serve substantial governmental
interests and, in some cases,
compelling governmental
interests such as traffic safety
and warning signs of threats to
bodily injury or death.

This section regulates signs, as
defined in this section, which
are placed on private property
or on public property (e.g.,
property owned by govern-
mental agencies or rights-of-
way) but is only intended to
regulate signs over which the
City of Opelika is empowered
to regulate. This section is not
intended to extend its regula-
tory regime to objects that are
not traditionally considered
signs for purpose of govern-
ment regulation.

The City is a community

that cherishes and preserves

its rich heritage, while at the
same time embracing all of the
visions and opportunities for

a bright future for its residents
and businesses In order to
preserve and promote the city
as a desirable community in
which to live and do business,
a pleasing, visually attractive
environment is of foremost
importance. The regulation of
signs within the City is a highly
contributive means by which to
achieve this desired end.
These sign regulations have
been prepared with the

intent of enhancing the visual
environment of the City

and promoting its continued
well-being, and are intended to:
(1) Encourage the effective use
of signs as a means of commu-
nication in the City;

(2) Maintain and enhance the
aesthetic environment and the
City’s ability to attract sources
of economic development and
growth;

(3) Safeguard and promote the
aesthetic quality of the City by
establishment of reasonable
standards for the number, size,
height, spacing, placement and
illumination of such signs in
the interest of public safety and
the general welfare;

(4) Improve pedestrian and
traffic safety;

(5) Minimize the possible ad-
verse effect of signs on nearby
public and private property;
(6) Foster the integration of
signage with architectural and
landscape designs;

(7) Lessen the visual clutter
that may otherwise be caused
by the proliferation, improp-
er placement, illumination,
animation, excessive height,
and excessive size (area) of
signs which compete for the
attention of pedestrian and
vehicular traffic;

(8) Allow signs that are com-
patible with their surroundings
and aid orientation, while pre-
cluding the placement of signs
that contribute to sign clutter
or that conceal or obstruct
adjacent land uses or signs;

(9) Encourage and allow signs
that are in context within the
zoning district in which they
are located based on sign type,
height, size, illumination,
setbacks, and overall scale;
(10) Establish sign area in
relationship to the scale of the
lot and building on which the
sign is to be placed;

(11) Regulate signs in a
manner so as to not interfere
with, obstruct the vision of or
distract motorists, bicyclists or
pedestrians;

(12) Except to the extent
expressly preempted by state
or federal law, ensure that signs
are constructed, installed and
maintained in a safe and satis-
factory manner, and protect the
public from unsafe signs;

(13) Provide for the installation

of electronic message signs
with limitations for the purpos-
es of aesthetics and minimizing
distractions along streets;

(14) Regulate the illumination
and brightness of signage to
minimize driver distractions
and to minimize impacts on
adjacent uses;

(15) Allow for traffic control
devices consistent with na-
tional and state standards and
whose purpose is to promote
highway safety and efficiency
by providing for the orderly
movement of road users on
streets and highways, and that
notify road users of regula-
tions and provide warning and
guidance needed for the safe,
uniform and efficient operation
of all elements of the traffic
stream;

(16) Regulate the appearance
and design of signs in a manner
that promotes and enhances the
beautification of the City and
that complements the natural
surroundings in recognition

of this City’s reliance on its
natural surroundings and beau-
tification efforts in retaining
economic advantage for its
community, as well as for its
major subdivisions, shopping
centers and industrial parks;
(17) Enable the fair and consis-
tent enforcement of these sign
regulations;

(18) Provide standards regard-
ing the non-communicative
aspects of signs, which are
consistent with city, county,
state and federal law;

(19) Provide flexibility and
encourage variety in signage,
and create an incentive to relate
signage to the basic principles
of good design; and

(20) Assure that the benefits
derived from the expenditure
of public funds for the im-
provement and beautification
of streets, sidewalks, public
parks, public rights-of-way,
and other public places and
spaces, are protected by exer-
cising reasonable controls over
the physical characteristics and
structural design of signs.
Section 9.2. Definitions

The words, phrases and terms
used in this Section IX shall
have the meanings herein
ascribed to them. Words and
phrases not defined in this Sec-
tion IX but defined elsewhere
in the Zoning Ordinance shall
be given the meanings therein
ascribed to them. Any word,
phrase or term not defined in
this Zoning Ordinance shall
have its commonly understood
meaning.

Architectural Embellishment
 Any projection, relief, change
of material, window or door
opening, exterior lighting,
inlay, or other exterior building
features not specifically clas-
sified as a sign or containing
sign copy. The term includes,
but is not limited to, relief or
inlay features or patterns that
distinguish window or door
openings, exterior lighting that
frames building features, and
changes in facade materials to
create an architectural effect.
Awning

* Any secondary covering
attached to the exterior wall

of a building. It is typically
composed of canvas woven

of acrylic, metal, cotton or
polyester yarn, or vinyl lami-
nated to polyester fabric that

is stretched tightly over a light
structure of aluminum, iron or
steel, or wood.

Building Unit

* A stand-alone building or a
building divided into separate
units or spaces that are individ-
ually owned or leased by dif-
ferent enterprises, businesses,
firms, or other nonresidential
occupants, and which meets
the following conditions:

a. Where a building is divided
into individual spaces, each
space with its own exterior
entry or access point directly
into the space shall be consider
a building unit.

b. Where a building contains
individual spaces that are all
accessed from the interior
through a joint entry, such
building shall be considered
one building unit.

c. Where a lot contains mul-
tiple principal buildings, each
building shall be considered a
building unit.

* “Building unit” shall not be
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used to define an apartment
building or similar residen-
tial-only building that is di-
vided into individual dwelling
units. For a mixed-use building
that contains nonresidential
and residential uses within the
same building, the number of
building units on any given

lot shall be determined by the
number of nonresidential en-
terprises, businesses, firms, or
other nonresidential occupants.
Canopy

* An overhead roof or structure
that is able to provide shade or
shelter. It is typically ground
supported or supported by
metal frame.

Copy

* See definition of “sign copy.”
* Erect. To construct, build,
raise, assemble, place, affix,
attach, create, paint, draw, or in
any way bring into being or es-
tablish: but it does not include
any of the foregoing activities
when performed as an incident
to the change of message or
customary maintenance or
repair of a sign.

Fagade

* The exterior wall of a build-
ing exposed to public view or
that wall viewed by persons
not within the building.

Flag

* A sign composed of cloth,
canvas, plastic, fabric or
similar lightweight, non-rigid
material that can be mounted to
flagpole or a building-mounted
post or stanchion.

Flagpole

* A pole on which to raise a
flag.

Frontage, Building

* The maximum width of a
building measured in a straight
line parallel with the abutting
street, public parking lot, or
pedestrian walkway.

Frontage, Lot

* The horizontal distance
between the side lot lines
measured at the point where
the side lot lines intersect the
street right-of-way. All sides of
a lot that abut a street shall be
considered lot frontage.
Maintenance

* In the context of this Section
IX, means the repairing or
repainting of a portion of a sign
or sign structure, periodically
changing changeable copy, or
renewing copy, which has been
made unusable by ordinary
wear.

Marquee

* Any permanent wall or
roof-like structure projecting
beyond a building or extending
along and projecting beyond
the wall of the building, gener-
ally designed and constructed
as part of the principal struc-
ture to provide protection from
the weather. A marquee is not
an awning or canopy.

Pennant

* Any lightweight plastic, fab-
ric, or other material whether
or not containing a message

of any kind, suspended from a
rope, wire, or string, usually in
a series, which will flutter or
swing in the wind.
Right-of-Way

* The area of a highway, road,
street, way, parkway, electric
transmission line, gas pipeline,
water main, storm or sanitary
sewer main, or other such strip
of land reserved for public use,
whether established by pre-
scription, easement, dedication,
gift, purchase, eminent domain
or any other legal means.

Sign

* A structure, device, or surface
that contains, supports, or
displays sign copy.

Sign Area

* The total area of a sign face
as measured pursuant to Sec-
tion 9.5: General Provisions
for Signs.

Sign Cabinet

* A structure that contains all
the text and/or logo symbols
within a single enclosed
cabinet and may or may not be
illuminated.

Sign Copy

* Letters, numerals, figures,
symbols, logos, pictorial, or
graphic elements comprising
the content or message of a
sign.

Sign Height

* The height of a sign as mea-
sured pursuant to Section 9.5:
General Provisions for Signs.
Sign, A-Frame

* A detached temporary sign
that is ordinarily in the shape
of an “A” or some variation
thereof, which is readily move-
able, and is not permanently
attached to the ground or any
structure.

Sign, Attached

* Any sign attached to, on,

or supported by any part of a
building (e.g., walls, awning,
windows, or canopy), which
encloses or covers useable
space.

Sign, Awning

* Any sign that is a part of

or printed, stamped, stitched
or otherwise applied onto a
protective awning, canopy, or
other fabric, plastic, or structur-
al protective cover over a door,
entrance, window, or outdoor
service area.

Sign, Banner

* A temporary sign made of
wind and weather resistant

cloth or other lightweight ma-
terial, intended to hang either
with or without frames or in
some other manner as not to be
wind activated, and possessing
characters, letters, illustrations,
or ornamentations applied to
paper, plastic or fabric of any
kind. Flags shall not be consid-
ered banners for the purpose of
this definition.

Sign, Blinking

* A sign or any portion of a
sign, whose illumination is
characterized by a repetitive
cycle that changes at a frequen-
cy of eight (8) seconds or less.
Sign, Canopy

* A sign affixed to a canopy,
awning, eave, cantilever story
of extended roof of a building.
See also Sign, Awning.

Sign, Changeable Copy

* A sign with the capability

of content change by means

of manual or remote input,
including the following types:
a. Manually activated. Change-
able sign whose message copy
can be changed manually on a
display surface. This includes
signs that are typically called a
“reader board.”

b. Electronically activat-

ed. Changeable sign whose
message copy or content

can be changed by means of
remote electrically energized
on-off switching combinations
of alphabetic or pictographic
components arranged on a dis-
play surface. [llumination may
be integral to the components,
such as characterized by lamps
or other light-emitting devices,
or may be from an external
light source designed to reflect
off of the changeable compo-
nent display. See also Sign,
Electronic Message.

Sign, Door

* A sign attached to, in contact
with, placed upon, or painted
on a door which is intended for
viewing from the outside of
such building. A door sign shall
also include any permanent
signs mounted inside the build-
ing, but not attached to the
door, that is mounted in a way
to be viewed from the outside
of such building in the same
manner as a sign attached to
the door. This does not include
merchandise located in the
building.

Sign, Double-Faced

* A sign which has two display
surfaces backed against the
same background, one face of
which is designed to be seen
from one direction and the
other from the opposite direc-
tion, every point on which face
being either in contact with the
other face or in contact with
the same background.

Sign, Drive-Through

* Any signage allocated along
a drive-through lane that is ori-
ented toward the customer or
user in the drive-through lane.
Sign, Driveway

A small permanent sign
located near driveway access
points or at the intersection of
internal access drives.

Sign, Electronic Message

* An electronically activated
changeable copy sign whose
variable message capability
can be electronically pro-
grammed.

Sign, Feather

* A sign extending in a sleeve-
like fashion down a telescoping
or fixed pole that is mounted in
the ground or on a building or
stand. A feather sign or flutter
sign is usually shaped like a
sail or feather, and attached to
the pole support on one vertical
side.

Sign, Fixed Aerial Advertising
* An aerial sign medium
tethered to, or controlled from,
the ground.

Sign, Flashing

* Any illuminated sign, on
which the artificial source of
light is not maintained sta-
tionary or constant in intensity
and color at all times when
such sign is illuminated; a

sign that contains an intermit-
tent flashing light source, or
which includes the illusion of
intermittent or flashing- light,
or in which any part of the light
source varies in intensity and/
or hue, or in which a message
constantly flashes on and off,
or alternates with other copy.
For the purposes of this defini-
tion, any moving illuminated
sign affected by intermittent
lighting shall be deemed a
flashing sign. See also Sign,
Blinking.

Sign, Flutter

* See also Sign, Feather.

Sign, Freestanding

* Any sign supported upon

the ground by a monument,
pedestal, pole, bracing, or other
permanent measure and not
attached to any building. A
freestanding permanent sign
may be a pole sign or a monu-
ment sign.

Sign, Holographic Display

* A sign that creates a three-di-
mensional image through
projection, OLED (organic
light emitting diode), or any
similar technology.

Sign, [lluminated

* Any sign or portion there-

of which is illuminated by
artificial light, either from an
interior or exterior source,

including outline, reflective or
phosphorescent light (including
but not limited to plasma or la-
ser), whether or not the source
of light is directly affixed as
part of the sign, and shall also
include signs with reflectors
that depend upon sunlight or
automobile headlights for an
image.

Sign, Indirectly illuminated

* Any sign, the facing of which
reflects light from a source
intentionally directed upon it.
Sign, Inflatable or Balloon

* A sign consisting of a flexible
envelope of nonporous mate-
rials that gains its shape from
inserted air or other gas.

Sign, Internally [lluminated

* Any sign which has a source
of light not visible to the eye
and entirely enclosed within
the sign.

Sign, Marquee

* A sign affixed or inherent
with the structure of metal,
glass, canvas or other material
projecting over and from points
of ingress or egress of a build-
ing or other structure in nonres-
idential use. A marquee sign is
not an awning or canopy sign
and is calculated as part of the
wall signage allowance.

Sign, Monument

* A type of freestanding sign
that is not supported by a

pole structure and is placed
upon the ground independent
of support from the face of a
building and that is construct-
ed of a solid material such as
wood, masonry or high-density
urethane. A monument sign is
not a pole sign.

Sign, Moving

* Any sign in which the sign
itself or any portion of it physi-
cally moves or revolves.

Sign, Multi-prism

* A sign made with a series of
multiple sections that rotate
and stop, or index, to show
multiple images or messages
in the same area at different
times.

Sign, Nonconforming

* Any sign that was validly in-
stalled under laws or ordinanc-
es in effect prior to the effective
date of the Zoning Ordinance
or subsequent amendments,
but which is in conflict with
the provisions of the current
Zoning Ordinance.

Sign, Permanent

* Any sign which is intended to
be and is so constructed as to
be of lasting and enduring con-
dition, remaining unchanged
in character, condition (beyond
normal wear and tear) and
position and in a permanent
manner affixed to the ground,
wall or building. Unless other-
wise provided for herein, a sign
other than a temporary sign
shall be deemed a permanent
sign unless otherwise indicated
elsewhere in the Zoning
Ordinance.

Sign, Pole

* A type of ground sign that is
supported by one or more poles
and otherwise separated from
the ground by air. A pole sign
is not a monument sign.

Sign, Portable

* Any sign, banner, or poster
that is not permanently
attached to the ground or to a
structure that is attached to the
ground or a sign capable of be-
ing transported, including, but
not limited to, signs designed
to be transported by means of
wheels or carried by a person.
For purposes of this division,

a cold air inflatable sign shall
be considered to be a porta-
ble sign. The definition of a
portable sign does not include
“A-frame signs” or “T-frame
signs”.

Sign, Projecting

* Any sign permanently affixed
to a building or other structure,
extending beyond said building
or other structure more than
twelve (12) inches beyond

the surface of such building

or wall and located not less
than eight (8) feet above the
ground or finished surface of a
sidewalk, street, driveway, or
alley beneath it.

Sign, Reader Board

* A permanent type of a manual
changeable copy sign in the
form of a structure or frame-
work on which copy is posted
in the form of removable
letters or posters.

Sign, Revolving

* See Sign, Rotating.

Sign, Roof

* Any sign which is mounted
on the roof of a building or
which extends above the top
edge of the wall of a flat roofed
building, the eave line of a
building with a hip, gambrel,
or gable roof.

Sign, Rotating

* A sign that rotates, revolves
or turns or has external sign
elements that rotate, revolve

or turn. Such sign may be
power-driven or propelled by
the force of wind or air.

Sign, Scrolling

* A sign that by mechanical or
electronic means displays a
message that moves up, down
or across a display screen or
surface.

Sign, Street Address

* Any sign denoting the street
address of the premises on
which it is attached or located.

Sign, Swinging

* A sign which, because of its
design, construction, suspen-
sion, or attachment, is free

to swing or move noticeably
because of the wind.

Sign, Temporary

. A non-permanent
sign that is neither permanently
anchored to the ground, nor
permanently affixed to a struc-
ture, nor mounted on a chassis.
Sign, T-Frame

* A detached temporary sign
that is ordinarily in the shape
of an upside down “T” or some
variation thereof, which is
readily moveable, and is not
permanently attached to the
ground or any structure.

Sign, Traffic Control Device

* Any government sign located
within the right-of-way that

is used as a traffic control
device and that is described
and identified in the Manual on
Uniform Traffic Control Devic-
es (MUTCD) and approved by
the Federal Highway Adminis-
trator as the National Standard.
Sign, Tri-vision

* A sign made with a series of
triangular sections that rotate
and stop, or index, to show
multiple images or messages
in the same area at different
times.

Sign, Twirling

* Any sign that is twirled or
otherwise spun or whirled to
attract attention from motorists
or drivers of vehicles on public
roads and highways.

Sign, Umbrella

* A sign printed on umbrellas
used for legal outdoor seating
areas, which is made of a
lightweight fabric or similar
material.

Sign, Unsafe

* A sign posing an immediate
peril or reasonably foreseeable
threat of injury or damage to
persons or property.

Sign, Vehicle

* A sign which is supported

by or attached to, mounted,
pasted, painted, or drawn on

a motorized or drawn vehicle,
and is parked and visible

from the public right-of-way;
unless said vehicle is used for
transporting people or mate-
rials in the normal day to day
operation of the business.

Sign, Wall

* Any sign attached and paral-
lel to but not painted directly
on, a wall or similar architec-
tural element that is an integral
part of a building, and which
extends not more than twelve
(12) inches from the wall to
which it is attached.

Sign, Wall Wrap

* A sign composed of fabric,
plastic, vinyl, Mylar or a simi-
lar pliable material that drapes
or hangs over the side of a
building, wall or window.
Residential Zoning Districts

* Residential zoning districts
are the R-1, R-1A, R-2, R-3,
R-4/M, R-5/M, VR-1, and
VR-2 Districts.

Nonresidential Zoning Districts
* Nonresidential zoning dis-
tricts are the C-1, C-2, C-3, I-1,
M-1, M-2, and VC Districts.
Sign, Window

* A sign attached to, in contact
with, placed upon, or painted
on a window which is intended
for viewing from the outside of
such building. A window sign
shall also include any perma-
nent signs mounted inside the
building, but not attached to
the window, that is mounted in
away to be viewed from the
outside of such building in the
same manner as a sign attached
to the window. This does not
include merchandise located in
a window.

Section 9.3. Applicability

(1) It shall hereafter be un-
lawful for any person to erect,
place, relocate, expand, modi-
fy, maintain, or otherwise alter
a sign in the City except in
accordance with the provisions
of this Section IX.

(2) Unless explicitly exempted
from permitting requirements
in Section IX, no permanent
sign shall be erected, altered,
relocated, maintained or
displayed until a sign permit

is obtained from, and the ap-
propriate fee paid to, the City.
See Section 9.10: Sign Permits.
The sign permit is in addition
to any building permit required
to be obtained pursuant to the
provisions of the building code
of the City.

(3) The following signs and
activities are allowed by this
Section IX but do not require
a sign permit or fee. Addition-
ally, any sign area for these
signs do not count toward the
sign area allowances specified
in this Section IX for all other
permitted signs. Permit-ex-
empt signs may still be subject
to building code or other
applicable code requirements
and may still be limited or re-
stricted in number, size, height,
setback placement, or duration
of time under this Section IX.
a. Signs the erection and
maintenance of which are
beyond the City’s regulatory
control or authority; Any sign
that deemed necessary by a
governmental agency having
jurisdiction, including the City
of Opelika, for the protection

of the health and safety of the
public and avoiding hazards
that could result in serious
bodily injury or death, includ-
ing traffic control signage and
directional / street name signs
the absence of which could
present serious traffic safety
hazards; A sign, other than
that defined as a window sign
or door sign, that is located
entirely inside the premises of
a building or enclosed space.
b. A vehicle sign other
than those that are specifically
prohibited in Section 9.4:
Prohibited Signs.

c. Signs that are located within
a stadium, open-air theater,
park, arena or other similar
outdoor use that can only be
viewed by persons within such
stadium, open-air theater, park,
arena or other similar outdoor
use provided that any structure
on which the sign is attached is
permitted, as may be required
by the City;

d. Any sign not visible from a
public street, sidewalk, right-
of-way, or from a navigable
waterway or body of water;
except that the foregoing

does not exempt a sign for a
nonresidential building that

is visible from an abutting resi-
dential use;

e. Signs that are an integral
part of the original construc-
tion of vending or similar ma-
chines, drive-through facilities,
automated teller machines, or
similar devices that are not of
a size or design as to be legible
from a street or by any person
other than those using the
machine or device;

f. Sign face changes where the
sign structure is designed with
interchangeable panels and
one of the panels is replaced
without changing the structure,
including any changes to the
total sign face area, height or
alteration of the sign cabinet;
g. Changes of copy on signs
with changeable copy, includ-
ing electronic message signs
and reader boards or other
manual changeable copy signs;
h. Certain temporary signs

as established in Section 9.7:
Temporary Signs Allowed in
Zoning Districts;

i. Signs that are an integral
part of the historic character of
a structure that has been des-
ignated an official landmark
or historic structure by any
agency or body of the gov-
ernments of the United States,
State of Alabama, Lee County,
or the City of Opelika, or that
otherwise forms an original
part of the structure and has
only historic significance;

j- Warning signs or traffic safe-
ty signs installed or erected by
public utility or infrastructure
providers and necessary to
avoid life threatening condi-
tions or circumstances; Hand-
held signs not set on or affixed
to the ground;

k. One wall sign, mounted
flush to the facade of an
individual residential dwelling
unit, that is not illuminated and
does not exceed four square
feet in area; and

1. General maintenance,
painting, repainting, cleaning
and other normal maintenance
and repair of a sign or any
sign structure lawfully erected
unless a structural change is
made. This shall include the
replacement of plastic or glass
panels or panels of a similar
material. Any structure chang-
es shall require the issuance of
a sign permit as established in
this Section IX.

Section 9.4. Prohibited Signs
The signs and sign types listed
below are prohibited within
the city limits and shall not be
erected, operated or placed on
any property, except as may
otherwise be provided in this
Section IX. Any lawfully ex-
isting permanent sign structure
or sign type that is among the
prohibited signs and sign types
listed below shall be deemed a
nonconforming sign subject to
the provisions of Section 9.11:
Nonconforming Signs.

(1) Animated signs;

(2) Flashing signs;

(3) Moving signs;

(4) Blinking signs;

(5) Scrolling signs;

(6) Twirling signs;

(7) Swinging signs that swing
or move to an extent that could
pose injury to a person or dam-
age to a structure;

(8) Multi-prism signs;

(9) Tri-vision signs;

(10) Revolving signs;

(11) Rotating signs;

(12) Flutter signs;

(13) Feather signs;

(14) Wind-activated signs,
such as streamers, pennants,
and balloons, including
wind-activated banners, cold
air inflatables, and other fixed
aerial advertising signs or
signage;

(15) Holographic display
signs;

(16) Floodlights and beacon
lights used to display messag-
es, except when required by
the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration;

(17) Signs attached to stand-
pipes, gutters, or drains;

(18) Signs that impair access

to a roof;,

(19) Signs that interfere with
any opening required for
ventilation under the Building
Code;

(20) Signs that obstruct
any fire escape, any required
exit way, window, or door
opening used or intended to
be used as a means of egress,
or obstruct any other means of
egress required by the Build-
ing Code;

21) Any sign that is
tacked, nailed, posted, pasted,
glued, or otherwise attached to
or placed on public property
such as, but not limited to, a
public utility pole, a public
street sign, a public utility
box, a public fire hydrant, or
public street furniture without
authorization for the agency
controlling such components
or not expressly allowed by
this Section IX;

(22) Signs in the right-of-way
unless specifically authorized
by this Zoning Ordinance
(e.g., A-frame signs, T-frame
signs, projecting signs, awning
signs, etc.);

(23) Signs nailed, fastened,
affixed to, or painted on any
tree or part thereof (living or
dead), or other vegetation;
(24) Signs that emit sound,
vapor, smoke, odor, or gaseous
matter;

(25) Pavement markings
unless specifically allowed by
this Section IX or as may be
required by law;

(26) Signs within a sight
visibility triangle obstructing
a clear view of pedestrian or
vehicular traffic as established
in Section 8.8;

(27) Portable signs, except for
A-Frame and T-Frame signs as
allowed in this Section;

(28) Roof signs except that
wall signs may be attached

to mansard roofs as provided
for in Section 9.5: General
Provisions for Signs, with a
sign permit;

(29) Attached signs that are
taller than the wall of the
building to which the sign is
attached;

(30) Any single attached sign
that exceeds two hundred fifty
(250) square feet in sign area;
(31) Freestanding signs that
have a height of more than
thirty (30) feet;

(32) Freestanding signs that
exceed three hundred (400)
square feet in sign area;

(33) Signs that have either
deteriorated or been damaged
to such an extent that the cost
of reconstruction or restoration
of such sign is in excess of
fifty percent (50 %) of its
replacement value exclusive of
its foundation;

(34) Signs that obstruct,
conceal, hide, or otherwise
obscure from view any traffic
control device sign or official
traffic signal;

(35) Signs that are not effec-
tively shielded as to prevent
beams or rays of light from
being directed at any portion
of the traveled public rights-of-
way thereby creating a poten-
tial traffic or pedestrian hazard
or a nuisance to inhabitants

of an adjacent neighborhood.
No sign shall be so illuminat-
ed that it interferes with the
effectiveness of, or obscures
an official traffic sign, device,
or signal.

(36) Wall signs or banner signs
that are attached to a surface
with adhesives;

(37) Vehicle signs that are
attached or mounted on a ve-
hicle that is not operational or
does not have a valid license;
(38) Vehicles signs with a total
sign area in excess of twenty
(20) square feet on the entire
vehicle and where:

a. The vehicle is visible from a
street right-of-way within fifty
(50) feet of the vehicle, and

b. The vehicle is parked for
more than a twenty-four (24)
hour period of time within fifty
(50) feet of any street right-
of-way;

(39) Signs located on real
property without the permis-
sion of the property owner;
and

(40) Any sign not specifically
authorized by this Zoning
Ordinance.

Section 9.5. General Provi-
sions for Signs

The following general sign
provisions shall apply to

this section and to all lawful
conforming and nonconform-
ing signs, unless otherwise
indicated.

(1) Measurement of Sign Area
The area of a sign is measured
or calculated as follows:

a. Background panel signs.
Sign copy that is mounted,
affixed, or painted on a back-
ground panel or area distinc-
tively painted, textured or con-
structed as a background for
the sign copy, is measured as
that area contained within the
sum of the smallest rectangles,
squares, triangles, parallelo-
grams, circles or ellipses, or
combination thereof, that will
enclose both the sign copy and
the background. See Figure A
and Figure B.
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Figure A: Illustration of sign area calculation for a monument sign with copy on a distinct

cabinet.

b. Background surface
signs. The area of a sign
consisting of copy mounted
as individual letters or graph-
ics against a wall, fascia, or
parapet of a building surface
or another surface, that has
not been painted, textured, or
otherwise altered to provide

a distinctive background for
the sign copy, is measured

as the sum of the smallest
rectangles, squares, triangles,
parallelograms, circles or
ellipses that will enclose each
word, graphic or discrete vi-
sual element in the total sign.
See Figure C.

c. The area of a sign
with copy mounted, affixed,
or painted on an illuminat-
ed surface or illuminated
element or a building or
structure, is measured as the
entire illuminated surface or
illuminated element which
contains sign copy.

d. If a sign has two
display faces, and the perim-
eter of both faces coincide,
are parallel, and are not more
than twenty-four (24) inches
apart, then the sign area is

Sign
Message

d. Where a dis-
tance is established for
the clearance of a sign,
such measurements
shall be made from the
normal grade of the
ground, directly under
the applicable sign

or structure support-
ing the sign, and the
bottom most point of
the sign or the structure
supporting the sign,
whichever is closest.
3) Fagade or
Building Unit Mea-
surements

When calculating the

(4) Signs in Overlay Districts
Unless otherwise specified,
where there is an overlay
zoning district, the base
zoning district shall control
the signage allowed on any
given parcel.

(5) Sign Illumination for
Temporary Signs and Perma-
nent Signs

a. A permanent sign located
on a parcel with a residential
use in any zoning district may
not be separately or specially
illuminated, unless otherwise
specified in this Section IX.
b. A permanent sign on a par-
cel with a nonresidential use
may only be illuminated by
internal illumination, internal
indirect (halo) illumination,
or lit by external indirect
illumination, unless other-
wise specified in this section.
However, a permanent sign
may not be illuminated in a
manner that leaves the illu-
mination device exposed to
public view except with the
use of neon tubing as provid-
ed in Section 9.5(5)i.

c. Outdoor internally illumi-
nated signs, including but
not limited to awning signs,
canopy signs, cabinet signs
(whether freestanding or
attached), or changeable copy
signs, shall be constructed
with an opaque background
and translucent sign copy
elements, or with a colored
background and sign copy
elements.

d. Externally lit signs are
permitted to be illuminated
only with steady, stationary,
down directed and shielded
light sources directed solely
onto the sign. Light bulbs

permitted sign area
based on the width of
any facade, such cal-
culation shall be based
on viewing the facade
from a 90-degree angle

(i.e.,
the adjacent street,
regardless of facade in-
sets, offsets or angles.
See Figure E.

PANDORA™

. _--...-—.1-!_ [=— - ek

T T e e R R

STORE NAME

Sign Area

Figure B: Illustration of computing the sign area for wall signs with a background panel or

cabinet.

SIGN AREA

Figure C: Illustration of sign area calculation for a wall sign with individ-

ual letters.

measured by one sign face
only Otherwise, the sign
faces are considered to be
separate signs and sign faces
and subject to any and all
applicable restrictions.

e. If a sign has three
or more faces, then the sign
area is equal to fifty percent
(50%) percent of the aggre-
gate area of all sign faces.
The area of each face shall
be determined according to
Paragraphs Section 9.5(1)

a and Section 9.5(1)b, as

applicable.

When a sign is in
the form of a three-dimen-
sional object, the area shall
be determined by drawing a
square, rectangle, triangle,
circle or combination thereof,
which will encompass the
projected image of the sign
and multiplying that area
by two (2). The “projected
image” is that image created
by tracing the largest possible
two-dimensional outline of
the sign.

2) Measurement of
Slgn Height
a. The height of a

freestanding sign shall be
measured as the vertical
distance from the finished
grade of the ground below
the sign excluding any filling,
berming, mounding or exca-
vating solely for the purposes
of increasing the height of the
sign, to the top edge of the
highest portion of the sign.
The maximum height allowed
for a freestanding sign, how-

ever, shall not include any
architectural embellishment
provided the embellishment
does not contain any sign
copy and does not exceed
thirty-six (36) inches below
the sign copy and eighteen
(18) inches above the sign
copy.

b. The filling of a
pre-existing hole or depres-
sion to create an average
grade at the same level as
that surrounding the hole or
depression is permitted, pro-

vided such filling is allowed
by other ordinances.

c. In cases where the
normal grade is below grade
at street level, sign height
shall be computed on the
assumption that the elevation
of the normal grade at the
base of the sign is equal to
the elevation of the nearest
point of the crown of a public
or private street. See Figure
D.

Figure D: Illustration of the measurement of sign height when
the grade at the bottom of the sign is below the grade of the
adjacent street.

straight on) from

i

or tubes (excluding neon),
used for illuminating a sign,
shall not be visible from the
adjacent public rights-of-way
or residential properties.

e. No sign located within fifty
(50) feet of a property with a
single-family use or zoned for
a single-family use shall be
internally illuminated.

f. Any portion of the sign face
or sign structure that is illu-
minated shall count against
the total square footage of
sign area allowed.

g. Artificial light used in con-
junction with the lighting of
any sign shall not be directed
or reflected onto any structure
or constitute a hazard to the
safe and efficient operation
of vehicles upon a street or
highway.

h. Brightness Levels of Elec-
tronic Message Signs

(i) INlumination levels shall
be measured in foot-candles
with a foot-candle meter
sensor in a horizontal position
at an approximate height of
three feet above grade.

(ii) IMlumination of electron-
ic message signs shall not
exceed 0.3 footcandles over
ambient lighting conditions
when measured at 50 feet in
any direction from an elec-
tronic message sign.

(iii) Audio emissions from
electronic message signs shall
be prohibited.

(iv) Electronic message signs
shall be equipped with man-
ual diming or scheduled dim-
ming controls, or photocell/
light sensors that automatical-
ly dims the brightness of the
sign as ambient conditions
change.

(v) Prior to issuance of a sign

Facade Width

Figure E: Illustration of facade width measurement on varied facade shapes

permit for any electronic
message sign, the appli-

cant shall provide a written
certification from the sign
company or sign manufactur-
er that brightness levels will
not exceed the ambient light
conditions specified herein.

i. Use of Neon

(i) Exposed neon tube illu-
mination is not permitted in
residential zoning districts

or for residential uses in any
zoning district. It is allowed
in all other places, unless
otherwise specified.

(i1) Neon illumination used
as a sign copy projection,
border, frame or other
embellishment of sign copy
shall not be included in the
total size or area of the sign,
provided the measured area
of any such projection or
detailed embellishment does
not exceed twelve (12) square
feet in area, or twenty-five
percent (25%) of the sign
area, whichever is greater.

If neon embellishments
exceed these limits, then

the embellishments shall be
included and counted as part
of the permitted sign area for
the use.

(iii) Devices that illuminate a
sign or signs shall be placed
and shielded so that the direct
light rays reflecting from such
devices or from the sign itself
shall not be cast into the eyes
of any passing motorist.

(6) Electronic Message Signs.
Where allowed, the City re-
serves the right to amend the
frequency of message chang-
es and permitted brightness
levels for electronic message
signs for safety purposes. All
electronic message signs shall

Street
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be required to comply with
the frequency and bright-
ness standards for electronic
message signs in this Section
IX regardless of the frequen-
cy of message changes and
brightness levels permitted at
the time of approval of such
sign.

(7) Viewpoint And Speaker
Neutrality.

Notwithstanding anything in
this section to the contrary,
no sign or sign structure shall
be subject to any limitation
based upon the speaker or
viewpoint of the message
contained on such sign or dis-
played on such sign structure.
(8) Consent of Legal Owner
of Property.

No sign may be displayed
without the consent of all
legal owners of the property
on which the sign is mounted
or displayed. For purposes

of this standard, "owner(s)"
means the holder(s) of the
legal title to the property and
any party and person holding
a present legal right to pos-
session, control, or use of the
property including person or
entity holding any easement,
right-of-way, or other legal
right to the subject property.
(9) Signs on Public Property.
Any sign installed or placed
on public property, except

in conformance with the re-
quirements of this Section IX,
shall be deemed illegal and
shall be forfeited to the public
and subject to confiscation.
In addition to other remedies
hereunder, the City shall have
the right to recover from the
owner or person placing such
sign the cost of removal and
disposal of such sign. The

N S

foregoing shall not apply to
temporary A-Frame signs
and T-Frame signs as allowed
pursuant to the conditions and
limitations set forth herein.
(10) Signs Must Maintain
Clearance.

Signs shall maintain a mini-
mum distance of:

a. Six (6) feet horizontal
clearance and twelve (12)
feet overhead clearance from
electrical conductors and
from all communications
equipment or lines.

b. Signs and their supporting
structures shall maintain
clearance from and noninter-
ference with all surface and
underground facilities and
conduits for water, sewage,
electricity, or communica-
tions equipment or lines.

c. Sign placement shall not
interfere with surface or
underground water or with
natural or artificial drainage.
d. Signs that are mounted to
project over sidewalks, paths,
or other pedestrian ways shall
maintain a minimum vertical
clearance of nine (9) from
the surface of the sidewalk,
path, or way to the bottom of
the sign.

e. Signs that are mounted to
project over alleys or drive
aisles shall maintain a min-
imum vertical clearance of
sixteen (16) from the surface
of the alley or drive aisle to
the bottom of the sign.

(11) Signs Declared a
Nuisance and Repair; Signs
Presenting Immediate Peril to
Public Health or Safety.

The chief building inspector
of the building inspection di-
vision or his or her designee;
a. May order the repair of

Facade Width
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signs which in his or her pro-
fessional opinion determines
to be a nuisance;

b. Without notice, may cause
any sign determined in his or
her professional opinion to be
structurally unsafe or struc-
turally insecure, including
any sign not securely affixed
to the ground or otherwise af-
fixed in a permanent manner
to an approved supporting
structure, to be immediate-
ly removed if in his or her
professional opinion the sign
presents an immediate peril
to the public health or safety;
and

c. With notice, may order the
removal of a sign which in
his or her professional opin-
ion has deteriorated or been
damaged to such an extent
that the cost of reconstruction
or restoration of such sign is
in excess of fifty percent (50
%) of its replacement value
exclusive of any foundation.
(12) Unsafe Signs:

a. If the building official
determines any sign or sign
structure to be in an unsafe
condition, he/she shall imme-
diately notify, in writing, the
owner of such sign who shall
correct such condition within
forty-eight (48) hours.

b. If the correction has not
been made within forty-eight
(48) hours, the building
official may have the sign
removed if it creates a danger
to the public safety or have
any necessary repairs or
maintenance performed at the
expense of the sign owner

or owner or lessee of the
property upon which the sign
is located.

(13) Street Address Signs.
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For each parcel and for each
tenant space, one sign for the
official street address shall be
displayed for public safety
and to serve as visible street
address for delivery of mail
and official governmental
notification.

a. For a parcel in residential
use, the street address sign
shall not exceed two (2)
square feet in sign area.

b. For a parcel in non-resi-
dential use, the street address
sign shall not exceed four (4)
square feet in sign area.

c. The street address sign

in a residential use may be
externally illuminated and

in a non-residential use may
be externally or internally
illuminated.

d. Street address signs may be
located on mailboxes, street
pavement (where allowed by
City ordinance) or as part of
a permitted permanent sign
type. Where included on a
permanent sign, the area of
such street address shall be
included in the calculation of
the sign area.

(14) Driveway Signs.

a. For safety purposes and for
traffic circulation purposes,
permanent driveway signs are
allowed where specified in
Section 9.8: Permanent Signs
Allowed in Zoning Districts,
provided the signs do not
exceed four (4) square feet in
sign area and do not exceed

three (3) feet in height.

b. Up to two driveway signs
may be permitted per indi-
vidual driveway or internal
intersection.

c. Driveway signs may

be internally or externally
illuminated, unless otherwise
stated.

d. Driveway signs shall not
contain electronic message
centers.

e. Driveway signs may be
mounted on a pole provided
the entire structure does not
exceed the maximum sign
height established above.
(15) Flagpoles and Flags;
Flag Brackets, Flag Stan-
chions and Flags.

a. Flagpoles and Flags.

(i) For each parcel in resi-
dential zoning district with
one principal structure, one
flagpole may be installed and
up to two (2) flags may be
displayed per flagpole. A flag
in a residential zoning district
displayed on a flagpole shall
not exceed fifty (50) square
feet in size.

(i1) For each parcel that is
over one-half (1/2) acre in
size and is in a nonresidential
zoning district, up to three
flagpoles may be installed
and up to two (2) flags may
be displayed per flagpole.

A flag in a nonresidential
zoning district displayed on a
flagpole shall not exceed one
hundred fifty (150) square

feet in size.

(iii) For each parcel that

is one-half acre or less in
size within a nonresidential
zoning district, up to one
flagpole may be installed
and up to two (2) flags may
be displayed per flagpole.

A flag in a nonresidential
zoning district displayed on a
flagpole shall not exceed one
hundred fifty (150) square
feet in size.

b. Flag Brackets, Flag Stan-
chions, and Flags.

Article I. For each principal
structure on a parcel, up to
two flag brackets or stan-
chions may be attached or
placed on the building for
the display of flags on posts.
A flag displayed from a flag
bracket or a flag stanchion
shall not exceed twenty-four
(24) square feet in size.

c. For the purpose of deter-
mining the size of a flag,
only one side of the flag shall
be counted as the display
surface.

d. Flags on parcels in
non-residential zoning
districts may be externally
illuminated. The lighting
should be directed away from
roadways, traffic areas and
adjacent residential proper-
ties.

e. In-ground flagpole require-
ments are as specified in
Table 9.5(1):

Table 9.5(1): Flagpole and Flag Size Standards

Maximum Height (Feet)

Maximum Size (Square Feet)

60-65 150
50-59 96
40-49 72
30-39 50
20-29 30
Under 20 15

(16) Parking Space Signs.
Parking space signs identify-
ing parking spaces necessary
for traffic safety, regulation,
control and circulation. A
parking space sign shall not
exceed two (2) square feet of
sign face per sign. Parking
space signs shall be allowed
on each parcel having mul-
tiple parking spaces onsite.
One such sign shall be al-
lowed for each parking space.
The maximum height for a
freestanding or an attached
parking space sign shall be
six (6) feet.

(17) Freestanding Signs.

A freestanding sign may

be a pole sign or a monu-
ment sign, unless otherwise
restricted and where allowed,
and subject to the following:
a. General Requirements.

(i) Pole signs and monument
signs allowed under this
Subsection may display two
or more sign faces subject to

the additional provisions set
forth in this Section IX.

(i1) In the event that a reader
board (manual or electronic
message sign) is attached to a
freestanding sign, the reader
board sign surface shall be
no larger than fifty percent
(50%) of the principal sign
surface area. The principal
sign surface area includes all
signage on the freestanding
sign except the reader board.
(iii) Electronic message
signs are prohibited in the
C-1 District.

b. Lots with One Building
Unit in the C-1, C-2, C-3,
M-1,M-2, 1-1, R/E, and GC
Zoning Districts

(1) For lots that have one
building unit, the maximum
area of a freestanding sign
shall not exceed one hundred
(100) square feet.

(i1) The maximum height of
a freestanding sign shall be
twenty (20) feet.

(iii) Only one (1) freestand-
ing sign is allowed per
single-frontage lot; and up to
two (2) freestanding signs are
allowed for a corner lot or for
double-frontage lots.

(iv) No lot shall have more
than two freestanding signs.
(v) Notwithstanding the
foregoing, freestanding signs
are not allowed in the C-1
Zoning District for lots that
have one building unit.

c. Lots with Two or More
Building Units in the C-1,
C-2,C-3,M-1,M-2, 1-1,
R/E, and GC Zoning Districts
(1) Only one (1) freestanding
sign is allowed for each street
frontage of a lot with two or
more building units.

(i) Each freestanding sign
shall not exceed the max-
imum sign area and sign
height established in Table
9.5(2).

Table 9.5(2): Maximum Sign Area and Sign Height Regulations for Lots with Two or More

Building Units

Aggregate Floor Area of all
Building Units on the Lot

Maximum Freestanding
Sign Area

Maximum Freestanding
Sign Height

Less than 30,000 Square Feet 120 20
30,000 to 64,999 square feet 200 20
65,000 Square Feet or more 300 30

(18) Subdivision or Devel-
opment Entrance Signs
Permanent signs may be
permitted at the entrance of
a residential subdivision,
multi-family development,
commercial development,
or industrial park in accor-
dance with the following:
a. Such signs may be
permitted within a residen-
tial subdivision with more
than 25 lots, a multi-family
building with over 25 units,
or for a nonresidential
subdivision with more than
10 acres that includes more
than five lots

b. The placement and
allocation of the perma-
nent sign may be reviewed
and decided upon during
the subdivision platting
process or as part of a site
plan review, whichever is
applicable or comes first
where both are required.
However, a sign permit will
be required for the installa-
tion or any changes to the
signs in accordance with
this Section IX.

c. The monument sign

may be installed in the
right-of-way if located in a
landscaped boulevard and
as authorized by the City
Engineer.

d. One (1) monument sign
is permitted for each arte-
rial/collector entrances. As
an alternative, a maximum
of two (2) wall signs may
be installed if attached

to entrance fences, gates,
or architectural features.
Where a monument sign is

installed, wall signs shall
not be permitted and where
wall signs are installed, a
monument sign shall not be
permitted.

e. The maximum sign area
of any individual sign shall
be forty (40) square feet.

f. The maximum height

of a monument sign shall
be six (6) feet. Wall signs
shall be mounted so as to
not exceed the height of the
fence, wall, or architectural
feature.

g. The signs shall be locat-
ed within 150 feet of the
established major entrance.
h. Where a freestanding
sign is permitted on a lot
that is part of a subdivision
(i.e., an industrial park),
the subdivision or develop-
ment entrance sign may be
allowed on a lot in addition
to the other permitted free-
standing signs.

i. The signs shall not be
located in the right-of-way.
j- The signs shall be located
in a landscaped area.

k. Special Provisions for
the VC District

Article 1II. One (1)
sign per principal struc-
ture shall be permitted in
the Village Commercial
District. This sign may be
a ground sign, projecting
sign, or wall sign. The area
of the sign on any one (1)
side shall be two (2) square
feet per thousand (1000)
square feet of lot area, not
to exceed thirty-two (32)
square feet. Ground signs
shall be no taller than eight

(8) feet above the true fin-
ished grade (i.e., not on top
of an earthen berm or other
elevated location). Signs
shall be illuminated only by
shielded exterior light-

ing. The intent is to have
commercial signage, which
is compatible in scale, and
character with nearby resi-
dential uses.

(19) Wall Signs.

a. Wall signs shall not
extend above the top of a
building wall.

b. Walls signs may be
mounted on the building
fagade, in conformance
with all other provisions
of this Section. Walls signs
may also be mounted on
mansard roofs provided the
sign is mounted to gener-
ally run parallel with the
building facade and where
the sign does not exceed the
height of the roofline.

c. Wall signs may be
installed on one or more
exterior walls. The total
square footage of all wall
signs installed must not
exceed the maximum total
wall sign area allowed.

d. Wall signs are permitted
on each primary fagade
which are facades that face
a street, parking lot, or
drive aisle or driveway as
illustrated in Figure F.
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Figure F: Illustration of primary facade locations

e. The wall sign allowances
below shall apply to each
separate facade. The total
area of wall signs allowed
per facade shall not used on
other facades.

f. For buildings that contain
more than one building unit,
the maximum total sign
area allowed below shall

be based on the portion of

a building that is owned or
leased by a single occupant
or tenant. The building
frontage for a building unit
(tena nt) space shall be mea-
sured from the centerline of
the party walls defining the
tenant space.

g. The maximum total sign
area for wall signs in the
C-1,C-2, C-3, M-I, M-2, I-],
R/E, GC, and HOD Zoning
Districts are as follows:

(i) On any single lot that
contains one building unit
with 30,000 square feet or
less of floor area, the maxi-
mum total sign area for wall
signs shall be the lesser of:
A. The sign area calculated
at one and six-tenths (1.6)
square feet of sign area for
each lineal foot of exterior
wall business frontage, or
B. 200 square feet.

(ii) On any single lot that
contains one building unit
with more than 30,000
square feet of floor area, the
maximum total sign area
for wall signs shall be the
lesser of:

A. The sign area calculated
at one and six-tenths (1.6)
square feet of sign area for
each lineal foot of exterior
wall business frontage; or
B. 320 square feet.

(iii) For a lot with two or
more building units with

an aggregate floor area of
30,000 square feet or less,
the maximum total sign area
for each building unit for an
exterior wall sign on the ex-
terior wall business frontage
shall be the lesser of:

A. The sign area calculated
at one and six-tenths (1.6)
square feet of sign area for
each lineal foot of exterior
wall business frontage; or
B. 200 square feet.

(iv) For a lot with two or
more building units with an
aggregate floor area of more
than 30,000 square feet, the
maximum total sign area
for wall signs shall be the
lesser of:

A. The sign area calculated
at one and six-tenths (1.6)
square feet of sign area for
each lineal foot of exterior
wall business frontage;

B. 320 square feet.

h. Up to fifty percent (50%)
of any single wall sign may
consist of a changeable copy
sign; provided, however,
that the sign copy of the
changeable copy sign shall
not change more than once
in any twenty-four (24) hour
time period. The wall sign
shall not project more than
twelve (12) inches from the
wall. If the wall sign projects
more than two and one-
half (2%) inches from the
wall, the wall sign shall be
mounted so that the bottom
of the wall sign is at least
nine (9) feet above ground
at finished grade below the
wall sign. The wall sign may
be illuminated.

(20) Drive-Through Signs.
a. For a drive-through
establishment, one (1) sign
is allowed for each drive-
through lane provided that
such sign does not exceed
forty (40) square feet in

size and does not exceed
eight (8) feet in height. The
additional display sign may
be internally illuminated and
may emit sound only as part
of a business transaction.

b. One (1) additional drive-
through sign is permitted
for each drive-through lane
provided that it is complete-
ly screened from view from

an adjacent residential use
and from any street or public
right-of-way.

¢. Such signs shall be in
addition to any other signs
allowed in Section IX.

(21) Umbrella Signs

For each table in a permitted
outside seating area in a
nonresidential zoning dis-
trict, a maximum of one (1)
umbrella sign is permitted
per umbrella. An umbrella
sign shall not exceed three
(3) square feet in area and
shall not exceed eight (8)
feet in height. An umbrella
having an umbrella sign
shall be mounted on or in
the table or in an umbrella
holder adjacent to the table.
A sign permit is not required
for an umbrella sign.

(22) Awning Signs

For each awning, one sign

is allowed. The awning
sign shall not exceed an
area greater than thirty (30)
percent of the surface area of
the awning. The total square
footage of the awning sign
shall count toward the max-
imum square footage of the
wall sign area allowed for a
parcel or a tenant. The sign
copy area of an awning sign
may be internally illuminat-
ed, otherwise the awning
shall only be externally
illuminated.

(23) Canopy Signs

For each canopy, one sign is
allowed. A canopy sign shall
not exceed an area greater
than thirty (30) percent

of the surface area of the
canopy. The total square
footage of the canopy sign
shall count toward the max-
imum square footage of the
wall sign area allowed for a
parcel or a tenant. A canopy
sign may be internally illu-
minated.

(24) Changeable Copy
Signs.

a. As part of a permitted
on-premise freestanding sign
or wall sign and notwith-
standing Section 9.4: Prohib-
ited Signs, or any other
provision of this Section IX
to the contrary, an on-prem-
ise changeable copy sign,
manual or electronic (LED),
may be installed. The
changeable copy sign shall
not occupy more than fifty
percent (50%) of the total
sign area of the freestanding
sign or wall sign.

b. Notwithstanding Section
9.4: Prohibited Signs, or any
other provision of this Sec-
tion IX to the contrary, the
static display time for each
message on an on-premise
changeable copy sign shall
be at least ten (10) seconds,
and the time to change from
one (1) message to another
shall be no greater than two
(2) seconds.

c. In no event shall the mes-
sage scroll in any direction.
d. All changeable copy signs
shall be subject to the illumi-
nation standards of Section
9.5(5).

e. Changeable copy signs
must include a default
designed to freeze a display
in one (1) position if a mal-
function occurs.

f. Electronic message signs
must have a process for
modifying displays and
lighting levels where and

if directed by the Alabama
Department of Transporta-
tion or the City Engineer to
assure safety of the motoring
public.

(25) Projecting Signs.

a. In all nonresidential
zoning districts and for non-
residential uses in a PUD,
one (1) projecting sign is
allowed for each ground
floor building unit with an
external entrance. The pro-
jecting sign shall be attached
to the building frontage on
the street or driveway on
which the sign is located.

b. The maximum size of a

projecting sign shall be the
lesser of:

(i) Sixteen (16) square feet;
or

(i1) One (1) square foot per
linear foot of occupant or
tenant building frontage

on the street or private
driveway on which it is
located; however, the square
footage of a projecting

sign shall count toward the
maximum square footage of
wall signage allowed for the
building.

c. The maximum thickness
of the sign face of a project-
ing sign shall not exceed
twenty-four (24) inches
when such sign is of solid
construction.

d. A projecting sign that
extends over a sidewalk in
the public right-of-way shall
be limited to a projection
distance not to exceed two-
thirds (2/3) of the width of
the sidewalk.

e. In the C-1 District, a
projecting sign shall only be
externally illuminated. In all
other districts, the projecting
sign may be internally or
externally illuminated.

(26) Window Signs.
Permanent window signs are
permitted provided that the
window sign may not cover
more than thirty percent
(30%) of the area of any
window. Permanent window
signs may be internally
illuminated. A sign permit is
not required for a permanent
window sign.

(27) Door Signs.

Permanent door signs are
permitted provided that the
permanent door sign may
not cover more than thirty
percent (30%) of the area of
any door. Permanent door
signs shall not be illumi-
nated. A sign permit is not
required for a permanent
door sign.

Section 9.6. Temporary and
Permanent Signs Allowed in
Zoning Districts

(1) The signage rights and
responsibilities for tempo-
rary signs and permanent
signs shall be determined
by the provisions of Section
9.5: General Provisions

for Signs, and by the sign
provisions for the zoning
districts as set forth below
in Section 9.7: Temporary
Signs Allowed in Zoning
Districts, and Section 9.8:
Permanent Signs Allowed in
Zoning Districts.

(2) However, in connection
with residential uses in non-
residential zoning districts
and nonresidential uses in
residential zoning districts,
the signage rights and
responsibilities applicable to
any particular use shall be
determined as follows:

a. In a residential zoning
district where a nonresiden-
tial use is allowed, whether
as a matter of right or by
way of a conditional use
permit or other process with
stated criteria governing the
allowance of the nonresiden-
tial use, the nonresidential
use shall be allowed to have
the same amount of signage
as a nonresidential use in the
C-2 District; and

b. In a nonresidential zoning
district where a residential
use is allowed, the residen-
tial use shall be treated as

if it was located in the resi-
dential zoning district where
that type of use would be
allowed as a matter of right.
(3) Within a Planned Unit
Development Zoning Dis-
trict (PUD), and subject to
any applicable provisions
within Section 9.5: General
Provisions for Signs, the
City shall allow permanent
and temporary signs that
meet the following criteria
and limitations:

a. For single-family residen-
tial uses within an approved
PUD, the City shall allow
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the permanent and temporary
signs that meet the criteria
for residential uses in the R-2
District.

b. For all other residential
uses within an approved
PUD, the City shall allow
the permanent and temporary
signs that meet the criteria
for residential uses in the R-4
District.

c. For non-residential uses
within an approved PUD,

the City shall allow the
permanent and temporary
signs that meet the criteria
for nonresidential uses in the
C-2 District.

d. The criteria for permanent
or temporary signs within

an approved PUD may be
revised by the City Council
as necessary to meet the par-
ticular needs within a PUD
development on a case-by-
case basis.

(4) Master Sign Plan

a. The master sign plan
allowance established herein
is to provide for a single

review of permanent signage
for large-scale developments
when the plan will promote
consistency among signs
within a development and
enhance the compatibility of
signs with the architectur-

al and site design features
within a development, as
well as with the surrounding
neighborhood.

b. A master sign plan may
be submitted when a project
contains over 25 acres or a
minimum of 300,000 square
feet of nonresidential floor
area.

c. The master sign plan may
only be authorized as part of
a site plan review or approval
of a PUD or PRD.

d. A master sign plan

may include more than

one freestanding sign per
frontage and more than one
attached sign per fagade as
is otherwise provided for in
Section 9.8: Permanent Signs
Allowed in Zoning Districts.
e. A master sign plan may

include a freestanding sign
with a maximum sign area
of 400 square feet and up to
ten percent (10%) more sign
area, per sign, for all other
sign types, as is otherwise
provided for in Section 9.8:
Permanent Signs Allowed in
Zoning Districts.

f. An application for review
of a master sign plan shall
include:

(1) A master sign plan, drawn
to scale, delineating the site
proposed to be included
within the master sign plan
and the general locations of
all permanent signs including
freestanding and building
signs and the property lines,
buildings and roadways;

(i1) Drawings and/or sketches
indicating the dimensions in
square feet, location and sign
area for all the permanent
signs;

(ii1) Drawings and/or sketch-
es indicating the exterior sur-
face details of all buildings
on the site on which wall

Table 9.7(1): Temporary A-Frame and T-Frame Signs Requirements

signs, awning signs, canopy
signs, projecting signs, win-
dow signs or other building
signs are proposed,

(iv) Samples or photos of
colors and materials to

be used for signs and the
relationship to the building
materials; and

(v) Information regarding the
illumination of any signs.

g. In order approval of a
master sign plan, each of the
following conditions must
be met:

(i) That the plan's contribu-
tion to the design of the site
and surrounding area will
be superior to the quality
that would result under the
regulations and standards of
this Section IX;

(i1) That the signs proposed
as part of the master sign
plan will create a uniform
sign package for the site
related to materials, lighting,
design and other features of
the individual signs; and
(iii) That the proposed signs

are compatible with the style
or character of improvements
and are well-related to each
other in terms of location and
spacing.

h. Where a master sign plan
is submitted as part of a PUD
or PRD, the City Council
shall make the final deci-
sion on the master sign plan
and may impost reasonable
conditions to the master sign
plan to carry out the intent of
Section IX.

i. Where a master sign plan is
submitted for a development
outside of a PUD or PRD
application, the Planning
Commission shall review and
make a decision on the ap-
proval of a master sign plan
through the conditional use
review process. The Planning
Commission may impose
reasonable conditions to a
master sign plan necessary

to carry out the intent of this
Section IX.

j- No building permits or
other permits required for the

construction of any sign shall
be issued unless the sign is
in compliance with the ap-
proved master sign plan.

k. An approved master sign
plan may only be amended
or modified through the same
review process required for
its approval.

Section 9.7. Temporary Signs
Allowed in Zoning Districts
(1) The City shall allow
temporary signs within each
zoning district as specified
below as well as subject to
any applicable provisions
with Section 9.5: General
Provisions for Signs.

(2) If a sign required a
building permit or electrical
permit, it shall be considered
a permanent sign and not a
temporary sign.

(3) Regulations for Tempo-
rary A-Frame and T-Frame
Signs

a. The regulations of this
subsection and Table 9.7(1)
shall apply to all temporary
A-frame and T-frame signs.

ARTICLE III. Zoning Districts Where Permitted

C-1, C-2, C-3, VC, R/E Districts and for nonresidential uses in PUD

Districts

ARTICLE IV. Maximum Number of Signs

1 per Building Unit

ARTICLE V. Maximum Width 3 feet
ARTICLE VI. Maximun Height 3 1/2 feet
ARTICLE VII. Minimum Setback/Distance From Curb 1 foot

ARTICLE VIII. Article VIII. Maximum Width of Public Sidewalk that
the Sign May Obstruct

No more than one third of width of public sidewalk

ness Unit

ARTICLE IX. Maximum Distance of Sign from Main Entrance to Busi-

10 Feet

ARTICLE X. Duration Allowed

Only during hours while Business is open

ARTICLE XI. Allowed on Public Property and Right-of-Way yes
ARTICLE XII. Allowed on Grass or Other Landscaped Areas No
ARTICLE XIII. Allowed in a Sight Visibility Triangle No
ARTICLE XIV. Illumination Allowed No

b.The A-frame or T-frame
sign must be free-standing
and shall not be affixed,
chained, anchored, or
otherwise secured to the
ground or to any pole,
parking meter, tree, tree
grate, fire hydrant, railing,
or other structure.

c. The A-frame or T-frame
sign must not obstruct
access to parking meters,
bicycle racks and other
features legally in the
right-of-way.

d. The A-frame or T-frame
sign must not interfere
with the opening of car
doors in legal spaces,

or with the operation of
wheelchair lifts and ramps,
cab stands, loading zones
or bus stops.

e. The A-frame or T-frame
sign shall not block any
sidewalk or accessible
path.

f. The A-frame or T-frame
sign shall be internally

weighted so that it is stable
and windproof.

g. Where an A-frame

or T-frame sign is to be
placed upon a public side-
walk, each of the following
shall apply:

(1) The City of Opelika
shall be held harmless
from any liability resulting
from accident or injury
caused by the placement or
maintenance of such sign;
and

(i1) The right to place a
sign upon the public side-
walk may be revoked or
suspended by the Planning
Director if the sign is being
maintained contrary to the
provisions of this section,
or if the sign becomes a
hazard to the public safety.
h. If the provisions of

this section are amend-

ed or repealed, the signs
allowed hereunder shall

be removed or altered to
conform to said action.

(4) Regulations for All
Other Temporary Signs

a. Temporary signs shall
not be mounted, attached,
affixed, installed, or other-
wise secured in a manner
that will make the sign a
permanent sign.

b. There shall be no direct
illumination of any tempo-
rary sign.

c. No temporary sign shall
be installed that requires a
foundation, support, wir-
ing, fittings, or elements
that would traditionally
require a building permit
or electrical permit.

d. Temporary signs shall
not require a sign permit
but are subject to the
provisions of this Section
IX, as may be applicable.
Banners signs may require
a banner permit from

the Building Inspection
Division.

e. Temporary signs shall
not contain any changeable

Table 9.7(2): Signs Requirements for Other Permitted Types of Temporary Signs

copy.
f. All temporary
signs shall be secured

in such a manner as to
prevent swinging or other
significantly noticeable
movement resulting from
the wind that could pose a
danger to people, vehicles,
or structures.

g. Mobile signs on wheels,
runners, casters, parked
trailers, parked vehicles,
or other temporary or
movable signs shall not be
permitted unless otherwise
specifically stated in this
Section IX.

h. Temporary signs shall
be constructed of durable
fabric, plastic, paper, or

other light pliable material.

Because of the nature of
materials typically used to
construct temporary signs
and to avoid the unsightli-
ness of deteriorating signs
and all safety concerns
which accompany such

a condition, temporary
signs shall be removed or
replaced when such sign is
a deteriorated sign.

i. Temporary signs shall be
located outside the public
right-of-way, which shall
be presumed if the sign

is located at least 10 feet
from the back of curb or
the edge of pavement if
there is no curb.

j- No part of any tempo-
rary sign shall be erected
closer than ten feet to any
overhead electric, cable,
telephone or other trans-
mission line nor closer
than five feet to any prop-
erty line.

k. Temporary signs may be
located in a required yard
provided that they do not
create a visibility obstruc-
tion or violate the visibility
obstruction regulations
established in Section 8.8.
1. Flags located on flag-
poles, flag brackets, or

flag stanchions shall not
be considered a temporary
sign under this section

but shall be regulated as
established in Section

9.5: General Provisions
for Signs and Section 9.8:
Permanent Signs Allowed
in Zoning Districts.

m. Temporary signs may
have two faces but they
must be mounted back-to-
back with both faces being
identical in size.

n. Temporary signs are
prohibited on public prop-
erty and in the public right-
of-way with the exception
of an approved A-frame or
T-frame sign as allowed in
Section 9.7(3).

0. A temporary sign dis-
played on a window sur-
face must be displayed on
the inside of the window
surface and shall cover no
more than thirty (30%) of
the window surface.

Zoning Districts R-1, R1-A, R-2, R-3, R-4, R-4M, C-1, VC, C-2,C-3,M-1, M-2,1-1 | AP, PUD, R/E, FP, GC, HOD
R-5, R-5M, VR, PRD, PUD
Article XV. Maximum Number of 8 4 4
Temporary Signs Per Parcel [1]
Article XVI. Maximum Sign Area for a Tem- 6 sf. 16 sf. 16 sf.
porary Sign
Article XVII. Maximum Sign Height for a 6 ft. 6ft. 6ft.
Temporary Freestanding Sign
Article XVIII. Maximum Sign Height for a 15 ft. 15 ft. 15 ft
Temporary Banner Sign or Window Sign
Article XIX.Minimum Sign Setback required 3 ft. 3 ft. 3 ft.
to be maintained by a Temporary Ground Sign
from any property line or from the edge of any
paved street or road [2]
Article XX. Minimum Spacing that is required 15 ft. 15 ft. 15 ft
to be maintained by a Temporary Ground Sign
from any other Temporary Ground Sign
Article XXI. Maximum Aggregate Sign Area 48 sf. 64 sf. 64 sf.
Allocated for All Temporary Signs on a Parcel
(3]
Article XXII. Table Notes:
Article XXIIL [1] No more than one sign may be a banner sign. Temporary banner signs may be displayed for a maximum duration of 30 days up to three times per calendar year.
Article XXIV. [2] The minimum sign setbacks do not apply to temporary wall signs, banner signs, or window signs.

[3] There is no limit to the number of separate messages that may appear on the allowable surface(s) of any Temporary Sign. The maximum aggregate surface area allowed is subject to circumstances
that may reduce the maximum aggregate surface area allowable on some parcels.
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Section 9.8. Perma-
nent Signs Allowed in Zoning
Districts

(1) The City shall allow
permanent signs within each
zonin% district as specified

to any applicable provisions
Withi}l”l SpeIZtion 95p General
Provisions for Signs..

Unless otherwise
provided herein or in Section
9.3(3), a permanent sign shall

require a sign permit;
(3) T%e IE

have no impact on separate
requirements established
by state statute for building
code permits or other code
ermits.
4) Permanent signs are
accessorif structures to other

Zoning Ordinance. No per-
manent signs are permitted
on vacant lots unless specifi-
cally stated in this Section IX.
(5) The following are
the meanings behind the
symbols in Table 9.8(1):

the permanent sign type is
permitted without a sign per-
mit in the applicable zoning

districts.
“P-SP” shall mean
the permanent sign type is
ermitted with a sign permit

districts.

C. “XX” shall mean
the permanent sign type is
exp icitl¥ prohibited in the
applicable zoning districts.

in Table 9.8(1) and subject oregoing shall  principal uses allowed by this  a. “P-E” shall mean in the applicable zoning
Table 9.8(1): Permanent Signs Allowed in Zoning Districts
R-1, R-1A, R-2, R-3,and | R-4, R-4M, R-5, R-5M C-1,C-2,C-3,VC,M-1, |I-1and AP PRD Signs Permitted in
VR M-2, PRD, R/E, FP, GC, Accordance with:
HOD

Article XXV. Street P-E P-E P-E P-E P-E Section 9.5(13)
Address Signs
Article XXVI. P-E P-E P-E P-E P-E Section 9.5(14)
Driveway Signs
Article XXVII. P-E P-E P-E P-E P-E Section 9.5(15)
Flagpoles and Flags
Article XXVIII. Flag P-E P-E P-E P-E P-E Section 9.5(15)
Brackets and Stanchions
Article XXIX. XX XX P-E P-E P-E Section 9.5(16)
Parking Space Signs
Article XXX. XX P-SP P-SP P-SP P-SP Section 9.5(17)
Freestanding Signs
Article XXXI. Wall Signs XX XX P-SP P-SP P-SP Section 9.5(18)
Article XXXII. XX XX P-SP P-SP P-SP Section 9.5(19)
Drive-Through Signs
Article XXXIII. XX XX P-E P-E P-E Section 9.5(20)
Umbrella Signs
Article XXXIV. XX XX P-SP P-SP P-SP Section 9.5(21)
Awning Signs
Article XXXV. XX XX P-SP P-SP P-SP Section 9.5(22)
Canopy Signs
Article XXXVI. XX XX P-SP P-SP P-SP Section 9.5(23)
Changeable Copy Signs
Article XXXVIIL. XX XX XX P-SP XX
Projecting Signs Section 9.5(24)
Article XXXVIIIL. XX XX P-E P-E P-E Section 9.5(25)
Window Signs
Article XXXIX. Door XX XX P-E P-E P-E Section 9.5(26)
Signs

Section 9.9. Building owner. If the owner is an  the sign. or architectural features  nated by the City. The Planning Director shall

Permits

It shall be unlawful for
any person, business,

or the person in charge
of the business to erect,
construct, alter or main-
tain a sign structure,
without first obtaining

a building permit from
the City in accordance
with the provisions of
the Building Code and
applicable law, where

a building permit is
required. Permit fees for
a building permit shall
be paid in accordance
with the applicable City
fee schedules. The re-
quirement of a building
permit under the build-
ing code of the city is a
separate and indepen-
dent of the requirement
for a sign permit under
this section.

Section 9.10. Sign Per-
mits

(1) No sign permit shall
be issued for the erec-
tion of a prohibited sign.
(2) Sign Permit Appli-
cations

A sign permit required
by this section shall be
prepared and submitted
on forms available at the
Department of Plan-
ning. The sign permit
application is in addition
to any building permit
application required by
the Building Code of the
City. The applicant shall
furnish the following
information on or with
the sign permit applica-
tion form:

a. Name, address,
telephone number,

and e-mail address (if
available) of the person
making application for
the permit. If the appli-
cant is anyone other than
the property owner, the
applicant shall provide
written authorization
from the property owner
permitting the installa-
tion of the sign.

b. Name, address,
telephone number, and
e-mail address (if avail-
able) of the property

entity other than an in-
dividual, list the contact
person's name.

c. Name, address,
telephone number, and
e-mail address (if avail-
able) of the business
tenant, if applicable. If
the tenant is an entity
other than an individual,
list the contact person's
name.

d. Name, address,
telephone, e-mail ad-
dress (if available), and
license number of the
contractor, if applicable.
If the contractor is an
entity other than an in-
dividual, list the contact
person’s name.

e. An address or le-

gal description of the
property upon which
the sign is to be located.
The legal address may
be located on a certified
boundary survey.

f. Lot frontage on all
streets and public rights-
of-way.

g. Indicate in feet and
inches the location of
the sign in relation to
property lines, public
rights-of-way, ease-
ments, overhead util-
ity lines, other utility
facilities and equipment,
buildings and other signs
on the property.

h. An accurate and
scaled drawing showing
the location, dimensions,
heights, and other rele-
vant measurements, of
all signs on the parcel.
Freestanding signs, in-
cluding monument signs,
i. For all signs attached
to the building, the
facade elevation with
dimensions, drawn to
scale. Windows and
doors and other openings
shall be delineated.

j- Sign dimensions and
elevation, drawn to
scale.

k. Maximum and mini-
mum height of the sign
measured from finished
grade.

1. Dimensions of the
supporting members of

m. Sign illumination,
specifying illumination
type, placement, and
intensity.

n. Two (2) copies of the
plans, specifications,
calculations and details,
signed and sealed as
required by the building
code of the city; and
specifications document-
ing the applicable wind
load and electrical spec-
ifications, if applicable,
meeting the minimum
requirements of the ap-
plicable Electric Code.
0. Number, type,
location and surface area
of all existing signs on
the same property.

p- Landscape plan,
as applicable.
q. Signature of

Property Owner or com-
plete an "Authorization
to Act as Applicant for
Property Owner" form.
(3) Sign Construction
Specifications

a. The erection of signs
shall be in accordance
with the structural
requirements set forth in
the Building Code.

b. Signs having electri-
cal connections of any
kind shall be wired in
accordance with the Na-
tional Electrical Code.
c. Any sign having an
electrical connection
shall be permitted, in-
spected and approved by
the electrical inspector
prior to its completion.
All sign structures shall
be inspected and ap-
proved by the building
official. The inspection
point shall be selected
by the building official.
All excavations for con-
crete sign support bases
shall be inspected and
approved by the build-
ing official prior to the
pouring of concrete.

d. The supporting
members of all signs
shall be free of any
external bracing such as
guy wires or cables. All
supporting columns shall
be designed as integral

of the sign.

e. Paper or cardboard
signs and cloth or plastic
fabric banners may only
be used in for temporary
signs as provided herein.
However, paper or
cardboard signs may be
used for indoor window
or door signs, when such
signs are allowed.

f. Construction stan-
dards. All signs shall be
installed and constructed
in a professional and
workmanlike manner;
and shall be maintained
in good and safe struc-
tural condition and good
physical appearance. All
exposed structural com-
ponents shall be painted,
coated, or made of rust
inhibitive material.

(4) Design Requirements
All signs and sign struc-
tures, except temporary
signs and except for
prohibited signs, shall
be subject to the design
requirements below.

a. All tenant panels in a
monument sign, includ-
ing those added to an
existing sign structure,
shall be constructed of
similar materials and
illuminated by a similar
method.

b. All manufactured
signs requiring a sign
permit shall have a
permanent and visible
weatherproof identifica-
tion plate affixed to the
sign exterior. The plate
shall identify:

(i) The name of the man-
ufacturer;

(ii) The date of installa-
tion;

(ii1) the sign permit
number; and

(iv) The electric permit
number (if any) with the
input VA (Volt Amperes)
at full load for electric.
(5) Sign Permit Applica-
tion Review

a. When required, an
applicant shall submit a
sign permit application
to the Planning Director,
or such other person or
office as may be desig-

sign permit application
shall be reviewed for a
determination of wheth-
er the proposed sign
meets the applicable
requirements of this sec-
tion and any applicable
provisions of the City’s
Zoning Ordinance and
Code of Ordinances.

(i) The review of the
sign permit application
shall be completed with-
in thirty (30) calendar
days following receipt of
a completed application,
not counting the day of
receipt

(ii) A sign permit shall
either be approved, ap-
proved with any condi-
tion that is specifically
described and set forth
in the Zoning Ordinance
or the Code of Ordi-
nances, or disapproved,
and the decision shall

be reduced to writing. A
disapproval shall include
or be accompanied

by a statement of the
reason(s) for the disap-
proval.

(ii1) In the event that

no decision is rendered
within thirty (30) cal-
endar days following
submission, not count-
ing the day of receipt
the application shall be
deemed denied and the
denial shall be a final
decision of the City. In
the event of a denial pur-
suant to this paragraph,
the applicant may submit
a written request via
certified mail to the city
and request a decision
setting forth the reason
that the application

was not approved and
the city shall prompt-

ly respond within ten
(10) calendar days after
receipt of the written
request, not counting the
day of receipt by provid-
ing a written explanation
of the reason(s) for the
non-approval of the ap-
plication for the sign.

b. An approval, an ap-
proval with conditions,
or disapproval by the

be deemed the final de-
cision of the City upon
the application.

c. All decisions shall be
mailed, transmitted elec-
tronically, or hand de-
livered to the applicant.
A record shall be kept
of the date of mailing,
electronic transmittal, or
hand delivery. For the
purposes of calculating
compliance with the
thirty (30) day dead-
line for a decision, the
decision shall be deemed
made when deposited

in the mail, transmitted
electronically, or hand
delivered to the appli-
cant.

d. Any person aggrieved
by the decision of the
Planning Director upon
a sign permit applica-
tion, or aggrieved by any
failure by the Planning
Director or by any other
city official to act upon
a sign permit applica-
tion in accordance with
the Zoning Ordinance,
shall have the right to an
appeal to the Board of
Adjustment pursuant to
Section 4.1.

e. If an application is
deemed incomplete, the
applicant may either
take steps to submit a
complete application

or challenge the City’s
decision by seeking ju-
dicial review by or relief
from the Circuit Court
or by any other court of
competent jurisdiction,
filed in accordance with
the requirements of law,
seeking such appropri-
ate remedy as may be
available.

(6) Before issuance of a
sign permit, the Planning
Director shall collect the
necessary sign permit
fees. The sign permit
fees shall be as desig-
nated by resolution or
ordinance of the City
Council.

(7) The Planning
Director may make or
require any inspections
to ascertain compliance



8pelika
bserver

C7
Oct. 07, 2021

with the provisions of
this Section IX and the
Zoning Ordinance.

(8) Revocation of sign
permit. If the work
under any sign permit is
proceeding in violation
of this Section IX, the
Zoning Ordinance, or
the Building Code, or
should it be found that
there has been any false
statement or misrepre-
sentation of a material
fact in the application or
plans on which the sign
permit was based, the
permit holder shall be
notified of the violation.
If the permit holder fails
or refuses to make cor-
rections within ten (10)
calendar days, it shall be
the duty of the Planning
Director to revoke such
sign permit and serve
notice upon such permit
holder. Such notice shall
be in writing and signed
by the Planning Director.
It shall be unlawful for
any person to proceed
with any part of work af-
ter such notice is issued.
Section 9.11. Noncon-
forming Signs

All signs that are law-
fully in existence or are
lawfully erected and
that do not conform to
the provisions of this
Section IX or the Zoning
Ordinance are declared
nonconforming signs.

It is the intent of this
section to recognize that
the eventual elimination
of nonconforming signs
as expeditiously and
fairly as possible is as
much a subject of health,
safety, and welfare as is
the prohibition of new
signs that would violate
the provisions of this
section. It is also the
intent of this section
that any elimination of
nonconforming signs
shall be effected so as to
avoid any unreasonable
invasion of established
property rights.

(1) Legal Nonconform-
ing Signs:

a. A legal nonconform-
ing sign is a sign that
lawfully existed at the
time of the enactment of
this section that does not
conform to the regula-
tions as specified in this
section.

b. A legal nonconform-
ing sign may continue
to be utilized only in the
manner and to the extent
that it existed at the time
of the adoption of this
section or any amend-
ment thereof.

pair and maintenance of
the sign or to a change
of copy provided that
by changing the copy
structural alterations are
not required.

d. Legal nonconforming
signs that are located

on a parcel of property
that is severed from a
larger parcel of prop-
erty and acquired by a
public entity for public
use by condemnation,
purchase or dedication
may be relocated on the
remaining parcel without
extinguishing the legal
nonconforming status of
that sign provided that
the nonconforming sign:
(1) Is not increased in
area or height to exceed
the limits of the zoning
district in which it is
located;

(i1) Remains structurally
unchanged except for
reasonable repairs or
alterations;

(ii1) Is placed in the
most similar position on
the remaining property
that it occupied prior to
the relocation; and

(iv) Is relocated in a
manner so as to comply
with all applicable safety
requirements.

Article XL After relo-
cation pursuant to this
subsection, the legal
nonconforming sign
shall be subject to all
provisions of this section
in its new location.

e. A new sign shall not
be installed on a lot
where a nonconforming
sign exists until all signs
on the lot conforms to
the provisions of the
Zoning Ordinance.

f. A nonconforming

sign shall lose it legal
nonconforming status
and have to be removed
entirely or replaced by a
conforming sign if:

(1) If such sign is
damaged to an amount
exceeding 50 percent of
the sign’s replacement
value;

(i1) The structure of the
sign is altered in any
form;

(ii1) The sign is relocat-
ed unless as specifically
authorized by this Sec-
tion 9.11;

(iv) The sign is defined
as a temporary sign and
has been in use for more
than one year following
the effective date of this
amendment; or

(v) The nonconforming
sign and its structure
(including support

and frame and panel)

ing and shall be removed
unless permitted herein.
(2) Illegal Signs

Any sign that was not
specifically allowed or
that did not comply with
any previous version of
the Zoning Ordinance

is illegal if the same
was relocated, enlarged,
structurally altered or
extended prior to the
effective date of this
Section IX unless the
same had been made

to conform to all the
provisions of the Zoning
Code prior to the effec-
tive date of this Section
IX or unless the same
received any vested right
through a settlement
agreement.

(3) Signs for a Legal
Nonconforming Use:
New or additional signs
for a nonconforming use
shall only be permitted
if the proposed signs
conform to the sign stan-
dards for the applicable
district.

Section 9.12. Miscella-
neous Provisions

For a sign requiring a
sign permit, weeds and
grass, all foliage shall
be kept cut in front of,
behind, underneath, and
from around the base of
the sign for a minimum
distance of ten (10) feet
from the sign base, and
there shall be no rubbish
or debris within ten (10)
feet of the sign base or
underneath the sign.
Section 9.13.  Viola-
tions and Penalties

(1) No person shall erect
on any premises owned
or controlled by that
person any sign which
does not comply with
the provisions of this
Section IX.

(2) No person shall
maintain or permit to be
maintained on any prem-
ises owned or controlled
by that person any sign
which is in a dangerous
or defective condition.
Any such sign shall be
removed or repaired by
the owner of the sign or
the owner of the prem-
ises, or as otherwise
provided in this Section
IX.

(3) Each sign installed,
created, erected or
maintained in violation
of this Section IX shall
be considered a separate
violation when apply-
ing the penalty portions
herein.

(4) Any violation of this
Section IX is hereby
declared to be a public

tion IX. Any failure or
refusal to comply with
Section IX shall be in
violation and punished
as herein provided.

(6) Any person, firm or
corporation violating
any of the provisions
of this Section IX shall,
upon conviction, shall
be fined not more than
$200.00 plus costs of
court. Each day that
such a violation con-
tinues shall constitute a
separate offense.

(7) The City, as an
additional or alternative
remedy, may institute
injunctive, mandamus,
or other appropriate
action or proceeding in
a court of competent
jurisdiction to prevent,
remove, repair, abate or
correct any violation of
this Section IX.

Section 9.14. Removal
of Unlawful and Danger-
ous Signs

(1) Removal. The City
may order the removal
of any sign in violation
of this ordinance by
written notice to the
property owner. If a
permit has been issued,
such notice shall operate
to revoke the permit.
(2) Procedure Follow-
ing Removal Order. If
the sign is not removed
within fourteen (14)
days after the order of
removal, or fourteen
(14) days after the date
an appeal becomes final,
the City shall remove or
cause to be removed the
sign and collect the cost
thereof.

(3) Removal Without
Notice. The City shall
remove or cause to be
removed any sign in
violation of this Section
IX without giving notice
to any party, if:

a. said sign is upon the
public right-of-way or
upon other public prop-
erty; or

b. said sign imposes an
immediate safety threat
to the life or health of
any members of the
public.

(4) Reclamation/Fees.
The City may collect
any costs incurred by the
City in removal of any
sign. Signs not claimed
will be destroyed after
fourteen (14) days.
Section 9.15. Severabil-
ity

Generally. If any part,
section, subsection,
paragraph, subpara-
graph, sentence, phrase,
clause, term, or word

graph, sentence, phrase,
clause, term, or word of
this section.

Section 14. Repeal of
conflicting ordinances.
All former ordinances
or parts thereof incon-
sistent or in conflict
herewith, to the extent
of such inconsistency or
conflict with the provi-
sions of this ordinance,
are hereby repealed.

Section 15. Severabili-
ty. It is hereby declared
to be the intent of the
City Council that the
sections, subsections,
paragraphs, sentences,
clauses and phrases of
this Ordinance are sever-
able, and if any section,
subsection, paragraph,
sentence, clause or
phrase of this Ordinance
be declared unconsti-
tutional or invalid by a
valid judgment or decree
of a court of competent
jurisdiction, such uncon-
stitutionality or invalidi-
ty shall not affect any of
the remaining sections,
subsections, paragraphs,
sentences, clauses or
phrases since the same
would have been enacted
without the incorpora-
tion of any of the other
sections, subsections,
paragraphs, sentences,
clauses or phrases.

Section 16. Captions.
The captions, section
headings and section
designations used in this
Ordinance are intended
for the convenience of
users only and shall have
no effect on the interpre-
tation of the provisions
of this Ordinance.

Section 17. Effective
date. This Ordinance
shall take effect and be
enforced immediately
upon its adoption and
publication as required
by law.

Section 18. Publication.
The City Clerk is direct-
ed to publish a synopsis
of this Ordinance in a
newspaper of general
circulation published in
the City of Opelika, Lee
County, Alabama, pur-
suant to §11-45-8(b)(2)
of the Code of Alabama
(1975) as amended.
Section 19. Codifica-
tion. Codification of
this Ordinance in the
Zoning Ordinance of the
City of Opelika, Ala-
bama, is hereby autho-
rized and directed.

TRANSMITTED
TO MAYOR on this
the day of

2021.

CITY CLERK
ACTION BY MAYOR
APPROVED this

the day of

2021.

MAYOR

ATTEST:

CITY CLERK

END:

All interested persons
are invited to attend
the public hearing
and be heard. Written
comments concern-
ing the above matter
may be mailed to the
City Clerk at City
Hall, P.O. Box 390,
Opelika, Alabama
36803 at any time
prior to the public
hearing and may be
further submitted to
the City Council at the
meeting and public
hearing.Please con-
tact Brian Weiss, the
City’s Interim ADA
Coordinator, at 334-
705-5134 at least two
(2) working days prior
to the meeting if you
require special accom-
modations due to a
disability.

WITNESS my hand
this the 7th day of
October, 2021.

/s/ Russell A. Jones
CITY CLERK OF
THE CITY OF OPE-
LIKA, ALABAMA
Legal Run 10/07/2021
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